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It is greatly to be lamented, that although the island of Dominica is so very capable of being

rendered one of the chief, if not the best, the English have in the West Indies; yet, from a want of

knowledge of its importance, or inattention, it is at this time almost as much unsettled, as when it

was ceded to Great Britain, near thirty years ago.This is the more remarkable, from the great

consequence the possession of it is to the English, in case of a rupture with France, it being the key

of the British dominions in that part of the world, and from its situation between the two principal

settlements of the French, Martinique and Guadeloupe, it is the only place in the West Indies, by

which there is a possibility for Great Britain to maintain the sovereignty of those seas.It has

moreover many conveniences for the service of both an army and fleet, which few other West India

islands can boast; and was it to be well settled with British subjects, would be of material assistance

to our other possessions, by furnishing them with many articles of which they very often are greatly

in need.
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